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THE     CEREMONIES     AT     WASH- 
INGTON. 

Iiuuicnsc  Tlironps  of  P«opl«. 


~— ■ 

ABBAHAM    LINCOLN   DECLARED   KLBCTMfcJ1 
PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES.        0« 

X1UKT\'-SIXTU    CONGRESS.  \.^ 

j                                     SECOND  BES8IOS.  t4 
•-»»•-» 

I  Wasuinotom,  1  Jth. 

HOUSE. 

The  proceedings  were  opened  today  by  a  prayer 
from  the  Chaplain. 

He  implored  a  blessing  upon  the  outgoing  Ad- 
ministration, and  prayed  mat  it  might  close  ita 
labors  in  peace,  without  further  violence  and 
without  any  stain  of  blood. 

He  also  prayed  for  the  incoming  Administra- 
tion, that  a  blessing  might  rest  on  the  President 
elect,  now  on  his  journey  hitherward;  that  he 
may  bo  peacefully  and  happily  inaugurated,  and 
afteiwards  administer  the  Government  in  a  pure, 
wise  and  prudent  manner. 

Mr.  Sherman  sent  up  the  Secretary  of  thft 
Treasury's  letter,  urging  that  speedy  mowurwi 
nay  be  taken  to  relieve  the  Treasury,  and  report- 
ed a  bill  authoring  the  President,  inplace  o W 
part  of  the  loan  to  issue  coupon  bonds  of  a  de- 
nomination not  exceeding  850  bearing  not  ex- 
cecd  ng  6  Per  cent,  interest,  and  running  t  W 
years  and  apply  such  bonds  at  par  to  creditors, 
who  may  receive  the  entire  amount,  not  to  exceed 
thnt  authorized  by  the  recent  loan  act. 

Mr  Garnett  ofVa.  was  opposed  to  the  report- 
•  Z^etZ, Mil  saving  the  President-elect  had  re- 
cent n  ado  a  ffialfon  of  war.  He  therefore 
would  throw  every  obstacle  in  the  way  of  a  tyran- 
nical  military  despotism  now  to  be  inaugurated. 

^S^arScd  a  suspension  of  the  rule.. 

"The  Senate  came  in  after  a  short  interval  and 
took  seats  he  members  of  the  House  standing. 
Meanwhile  the  Vice    President  was  conducted  to 

nSelts-stnS'Trumbul.,  Foot  and  Lv 
tham  and  Representatives  Washburn  of  Illinois 
i  it  nf  Now  York   Craig  of  Missouri,  Anderson  of 
K/nmckyrAdrainof  New  Jersey-took  seats  at 

lhTheev ice-Prt'ident  rose  and  said :    We  are  £ 
m«5  nnrsiiant  to  the  Constitution  in  order 
1  JbS tie  efee  oia    votes  may  be  counted  and  tte 

PcnceTf  the  two  Houses,  and  I  proceeed  W 
perform  my  duty.  naPi,affe  containing  thft 

\  when  Mr.  U o»n'«     "fab™    ,   .     certificates  and 
iDThc  reading  of  the  vote  of  South  Carolina  pro- 

mencing  on  the  4     of  ^a^lBJlll  Uamlin  of 
bimilar  announcement  as  to  »«»"" 
Maine,  for  VTcej»re8ident. 


BY   TELEGRAPH 

TO    TUB 

»1 1MW IIIMIMIPT. 

[SrECIAt,  DESPATCH  TO  THK   TKAW3CUIPT.] 

Mr.  Lincoln**   Arrival   iu  Wu*hlug> 
ton. 


THIi  ASSAULT  ON    Mil.  VAN   WYCIC. 


ILLNESS    OF   HON.  ALEXANDER   H.  RICE. 


Wabuinqton,  Saturday  Noon. 

Mr.  Lincoln,  the  President  oloet,  arrived  hero 
quite  unexpectedly  at  an  early  hour  this  morn- 
ing. 

He  was  met  in  tho  cars  by  Mr.  Seward,  and 
Hon.  E.  B.  Washburn  of  Illinois,  and  upon 
reaching  the  city  went  direct  to  his  losings,  at  a 
house  in  Franklin  Row. 

The  people  hero  regret  that  this  sudden  change 
of  the  programme  will  prevent  the  popular  demon, 
btration  which  had  been  arranged  for  the  public 
reception  of  tho  President  elect. 

There  would  have  boon  a  laagniQcent  display 
on  the  day  of  his  arrival.  The  people  of  the  Dis- 
trict had  procured  a  large  amount  of  materials 
with  which  to  decorate  their  dwellings  and  stores, 
and  were  desirous  of  doing  everything  possible 
to  show  their  resi>ect  to  Mr.  Lincoln. 

Mr.  Van  Wyck,  who  was  brutally  assaulted  on 
Thursday  night,  was  badly  injured.  He  is  im- 
proving, and  his  wounds  are  not  considered  dan- 
gerous. No  cluo  has  yet  been  obtained  of  his  as- 
sailants. 

The  Hon.  Alexander  II.  Rice,  of  Boston,  whoso 
health  has  been  delicate  the  past  ten  days,  is  now 
confined  to  his  bed  with  a  fever. 
Sovond  Despatch. 

Mr.  Lincoln  has  called  upon  Mr.  Buchanan  at 
tho  Whito  House,  in  company  with  Senator  Sew- 
ard, to  pay  his  respect  to  his  predecessor. 

The  general  opinion  is  that  Mr.  Lincoln's  un- 
expected arrival  hero  is  attributable  to  his  appre- 
hension of  danger  in  passing  through  Baltimore. 

It  is  thought  tltat  tho  Tariff  bill,  as  it  passed 
the  Senate,  will  pass  tho  House  today,  without 
any  attempts  at  amendment. 

The  Oregon  war  debt,  which  has  passed  tho 
House,  involves  tho  expenditure  of  botweou  four 
and  fire  millions. 


The  Washington  correspondent  of  the  Journal 
clegraphs  to  that  paper  concerning  Mr.  Lincoln's 
arrival  in  Washington  as  follows : 

Mr.  Lincoln's  health  is  good,  but  he  is  evident- 
ly fatigued  with  travel,  and  is  very  hoarse. 

The  Pennsylvania  delegation  met  at  Mr.  Co- 
vode's  room  Inst  night  and  discussed  the  Senate 
tariff  bill.  Thaldeus  Stevens  and  others  agreed 
that,  while  they  disliked  tho  warehouse  amend- 
ment, the  duty  on  tea  and  coffee  and  the  reduc- 
tion of  tho  duty  on  sugar,  they  would  rather  vote 
for  them  than  have  the  bill  lost  or  submit  to  now 
chances  of  its  being  mangled  in  a  committee  of 
conference. 

Every  ono  here  regards  the  question  of  peace  or 
War  as  about  to  bo  decided,  and  great  anxiety 
prevails.  Some  of  tho  Commissioners  are  evi- 
dently more  desirous  of  securing  oflicc  under  Mr. 
Lincoln  for  themselves  or  their  friends  than  any- 
thing else,  and  his  decision  will  be  decislvo. 

Some  say  Mr.  Lincoln  came  on  in  advance  of 

tho    programme    on    account    of    apprehended 

:  trouble  at  Baltimore,  of  which  he  was  advised. 

|      Mr.  Chase  of  Ohio  urges  an  adjournment  of  tho 

Peace  Convention,  to  meet  again  on  the  fourth  of 

:  only,  and  to  have  every  State  represented. 

Charles  F.  Williams  of  Salem  has  been  ap- 
pointed Naval  Officer  at  that  port,  vice  Ryan,  re- 


"~*fir.  Hamlin  visited  tho  Senato  today  and  was) 
cordially  greeted  by  those  over  whom  ho  will 
soon  preside. 

Dr.  George  B.  Loring  of  Salem  has  declined  the 
Sardinian  mission  tendered  to  him  by  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan. 

Mr.  Burlingame,  who  first  urged  the  recogni- 
tion of  Victor  Emmanucl'a  services  in  Italy,  by 
the  creation  of  this  mission,  will  probably  be  the 
first  Minister. 


TO   TUK    ASSOCIATED    PRESS. 
STAHTXiINGr     RUMOR. 

Mr.    Lim-olu   gone   to    WutliLugton. 

PLOT    TO   ASSASSINATE    THE    PRESIDENT 
ELECT! 


Ham'sburg,  Pa.,  23rf.  People  were  astounded 
this  morning  by  an  announcement  that  Mr.  Lin- 
coln had  gone  to  Washington  on  a  special  train, 
despatches  having  been  received  here  requiring 
his  presence  in  Washington. 

It  is  reported  that  there  was  a  plot  to  assassi- 
nate him  while  passing  through  Baltimore.  The 
Baltimore  Committee  were  here,  but  will  not 
have  an  interview  with  him. 

Baltimore,  23d.  Mr.  Lincoln  arrived  here  at  8 
o'clock  incog,  and  went  direct  to  Washington. 
His  family  and  the  remainder  of  the  party  will 
arrive  at  10  o'clock.  Much  excitement  is  occa- 
sioned by  the  ruse. 

Washington,  23d.  There  was  a  great  sensation 
here  as  soon  as  it  was  known  that  Mr.  Lincoln 
had  arrived  in  the  early  train.  He  unsuccessful- 
ly sought  to  conceal  the  fact,  especially  from  the 
the  piess,  his  arrival  being  first  communicated  to 
a  few  personal  friends  in  confidence. 

Ho  was  met  at  the  station  by  several  gentlemen 
of  distinction  without  formality,  and  immediately 
proceeded  to  Willard's  Hotel.  He  yesterday  was 
advised  to  conic  without  delay. 

Preparations  had  been  made  to  meet  him  at  the 
station  this  evening,  and  the  Mayor  was  to  make 
the  welcome  address,  but  tho  programme  wis 
spoiled. 

At  about  10  o'clock,  Mr.  Lincoln,  accompanied 
by  Mr.  Seward,  paid  his  respects  to  the  Presi- 
dent. 

After  spending  ten  minutes  in  general  conver- 
sation, Senator  Bigler  and  John  Cochrane  of 
New  York,  who  happened  to  bu  at  the  White 
House,  were  introduced  to  Mr.  Lincoln.  The  lat- 
ter afterwards  returned  to  his  hotel. 


foi:r  O'CLOCK  I*.  M. 


BY  TELEGRAPH. 


[special  despatch  to  tub  tuan'sciuj'T.I 


NT    LINCOLN'S 


9 /& 


PRESIDENT    LINCOLN'S'     QUARTERS 
AT  WASHINGTON. 


HIS     INFLUENCE     ON     TILL'. 
PEACE    PROPOSITIONS. 


GKKAT    CROWDS  OF   VISITORS. 

THE   BOSTON  POST    OFFICE    INDEMNITY 
BILL    DEFEATED. 


Washing  ion,  Vau.  2j— 3  V.  M. 

President  Lincoln  has  taken  room*  at  Willard'a 
Hotel,  the  orders  for  the  private  residence-  iu 
Franklin  Row  having  been  countermanded. 

He  is  constantly  besieged  by  throngs  of  distin- 
guished gentlemen  of  all  panics,  eager  to  piy 
their  respects  to  the  now  Chief  Magistrate  of  the 
Nation. 

Hundreds  of  strangers  are  rapidly  arriving,  in 
order  to  be  present  at  the  approaching  inaugura- 
tion. 

Most  of  the  visitors  from  distant  States  im- 
prove the  first  opportunity  to  see  the  warworn 
veteran,  Gen.  W infield  Scott,  who  has  so  effi- 
ciently prepared  the  way  for  the  peaceful  adveu 
of  the  new  Administration. 

President  Lincoln's  views  upon  the  variom 
propositions  before  the  Peace  Conference  will 
have  very  great  effect  towards  influencing  the 
final  determination  of  the  questions  now  under 
consideration  by  the  Commissioners  from  the 
non-slaveholding  and  border  Slates. 
RTfce  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  State  street  Post 
Ofiico  indemnity  was  killed  in  the  Senate  this 
morning,  by  the  votes  of  Senators  Fessendeu  of 
Maine,  and  Foster  of  Connecticut. 

Baltimore,  23d.  When  the  Presidential  train 
arrived  at  York,  Pa.,  it  was  greeted  by  a  large 
crowd.  Mi-.  Woods  introduced  Robert  Lincoln, 
saying  that  the  President  elect  had  gone  to  WasuJ 
ington  direct.  The  tram  moved  on  immedi- 
ately. 

The  Baltimore  Committee  joined  the  Presiden- 
dcntial  suite  at  Harrisburg,  and  much  indignation 
is  expressed  by  them  at  iho  want  of  confidence 
evinced  by  Mr.  Lincoln's  course,  though  it  is  un- 
dei>tood  he  was  opposed  to  it,  but  was  overruled 
by  others.  The  train  reached  here  about  one 
o'clock. 


BOSTON     ADV 


Mb.  Lincoln's  Official  Welcome  to 
Washington.  As  previously  stated,  Mr.  Lincoln 
was  cftlcialiy  welcomed  to  t lie  capital  on  Wednes- 
day, by  Mayor  Berrett  and  tlie  members  of  the 
City  Council.  Mr.  Berrett  addressed  tiic  Presi- 
dent elcc  1  as  follows: 

"Mr.  Lincoln:  An  the  President  elect  under  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  Suites,  you  are  soon  to 
biund  in  the  august  presence  of  a  great  nation  of 
ft  cemen,  and  to  enter  upon  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  the  highest  puiilic  trust  known  to  our 
form  of  government,  and  under  circumstances 
menacing  the  peace  and  permanency  of  the  re- 
public, which  have  no  parallel  in  tlte  history  of 
our  country.  It  is  our  earnest  wish  that  you  m  ly 
l»e  able,  as  we  have  po  doubt  you  will,  to  perform 
these  duties  in  sm  h  a  manner  as  shall  reilect  hon- 
or  upon  yourself,  restore  peace  and  harmony  to 
our  now  distracted  country,  and  at  last  bring the 
old  ship  of  Slate  into  the  harbor  of  safety  and 
prosperity,  thereby  deservedly  securing  the  pl.ui  I- 
irs  ot  a  whole  world.  I  avail  myself  of  tuis  oc- 
casion to  say  that  iho  citizens  of  Washington, 
tiyc  10  the  instincts  of  constitutional  liborty,  will 
ever  l>o  found  faithful  to  all  the  obligations  of 
patriotism;  and  a=  their  Chief  Magistrate,  ami  in 
accordance  with  the  honored  usuge,  t  hid  you 
welcome  to  the  seat  of  government." 

Mr.  Lincoln  replied  as  follows  : 

Mr.  Ma}  or — 1  thank  you,  and  through  you  the 
municipal  authorities  of  this  city  by  whom  you 
are  accompanied,  fortius  welcome;  and  as  it  is 
the  first  time  iu  my  life,  since  the  prcscui  phase 
of  politics  Jias  presented  itself  in  this  country, 
that  I  have  s;ud  anything  publicly  within  a  region 
of  country  where  ihe  institution  of  .slavery  exists, 
I  will  take  this  occasion  to  Siy  that  1  think  very 
mm  h  of  i  he  ill  feeling  that  has  existed  and  -till 
exists  between  the  people  of  the  section  from 
whence  I  came  and  the  people  here,  is  owing  to  i 
misunderstanding  between  each  other  which  un- 
happily prevails.  I  therefore  avail  myself  of  tins 
opportunity  to  assure  you,  Mr.  Mayor,  and  all  the 
gentlemen  presi  lit,  that  1  have  not  now,  and  nev- 
er have  had,  any  other  than  as  kindly  feelings  to- 
ward  jou  as  to  the  people  of  my  own  suction.  I 
have  not  now,  ami  never  have  hid,  any  disposi- 
tion to  treat  „>oii  in  any  respect,  otherwise  Chan  as 
niy  own  ncighhois.  I  have  not  now  any  purpose 
to  withhold  from  jou  any  or  the  benefits  of  the 
Constitution,  under  any  circumstances,  that  1 
would  not  feel  myself  constrained  to  withhold 
Iroui  my  o»n  neighbors;  and  I  hope,  in  a  word, 
when  we  shall  become  better  acquainted — and  I 
say  it  wiih  gicac  confidence — we  shall  like  each 
Other  the  more.  Au"iu  I  thauk  you  for  the  kind- 
ness of  this  reception. 

The  Mayor  and  members  of  the  City  Council 
were  then  severally  introduced  to  Mr.  Lincoln, 
and  soon  afterward  withdrew. 


The  Pbemdint'B  First  Levee.  When  within 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  White  House,  a  police- 
man  arrested  the  career  of  our  Jehu,  and  ordered 
him  into  line.  Looking  from  the  window,  we  saw 
that  sure  enough  the  procession  extended  clear  up 
to  the  doors  ot  the  mansion,  and  that  it  would  cer- 
tainly he  halt  an  hour  before  we  could,  in  tho  natu- 
ral course  of  events,  reach  the  gate.  Jumping  from 
the  carriage,  ire  run  on  ahead,  aud  found,  ujion  at- 
tainingitne  grounds  iu  frout  of  the  house,  that  we 
were  only  one  of  thousands  who  had  taken  time  by 
the  forelock,  and  had  expected  by  a  ruse  to  reach 
our  destination,  before  our  less-thoughtful  fellow- 
citizens.  Gradually  the  immense  gathering  poured 
into  the  dwelling,  and  in  the  course  of  time  our  turn 
came,  too.  Pushed,  tumbled,  foot-trodden,  hat- 
smashed,  jostled  and  squeezed,  but  serene  ana  com- 
placent, good-natured  and  jolly,  in  we  all  went.  *  * 

Right  near  the  door  stood  the  President,  his  tall 
form  toweling  far  above  the  crowd,  his  head  bow- 
ing continually,  his  arm  working  uninterruptedly, 
and  a  happy,  genial  smile  playing  uninterruptedly 
about  bis  mouth,  He  was  dressed  in  a  plain  black 
suit— frock  coat,  vest  aud  trowsera— a  wide  turn- 
over collar  and  white  gloves.  At  the  average  of 
twenty-live  a  minute  he  shook  hands,  and  exchanged 
greetings  with  his  visitors.  Occasionally  some  old 
gentleman  would  endeavor  to  stop  and  have  a  little 
social  chat  about  good  old  times,  but  tho  pushing 
ciowd  behind  him  would  como  up  with  such  irre- 
sistible lorce,  that  like  the  wad  from  a  pop-gun,  he 
was  thrust  out  by  succeeding  aspirants  to  the  Presi- 
dential digits.  Mr.  Lincoln  looked  well,  iiis  color 
was  good,  his  face  but  slightly  flushed,  and  his  de- 
meanor dignitled  and  calm.  Certainly  his  powers 
of  endurance  are  very  great,  for  although  ft  was  an- 
nounced that  at  10  o'clock  he  would  retire,  he  kind- 
ly held  on  until  nearly  11,  by  which  rime  he  must 
have  shaken  hands  with  over  3000  people  lie  was 
very  highly  gratified  at  the  success  which  attended 
the  affair,  and  expressed  himself  to  that  effect  sev- 
eral times  during  the  evening  and  subsequently. 

Mrs.  Lincoln  was  sought,  of  course,  first  of  all. 
She  stood  near  her  husband,  with  dignity  and  ease. 
Self-possession,  underj  such  circumstances,  one 
would  not  naturally  expect,  but  it  was  there.  Had 
the  mistress  of  the  White  House  been  born  and  bred 
at  Washington,  accustomed  from  childhood  to  the 
surroundings  of  the  most  prominent  positions,  sho 
could  not  have  exhibited,  outwardly,  less  anxiety, 
lees  embarrassment,  or  more  entire  sacoirfaire.  Do 
not  misunderstand  me.  Mrs.  Lincoln  has  three 
characteristics,  which,  when  given  to  an  American 
woman,  will  sustain  her  under  any  circumstances, 
and  enable  her  to  bear  up  agaiust  any  pressure. 
They  are  common  sense,  self-confidence  and  tact :  all 
ot  which,  to  a  remarkable  extent,  are  her's.  In  ad- 
dition to  these,  she  has  a  naturally  pleasing  manner, 
an  open  heart,  and  u  working  brain.  Her  dress  will 
commend  itself  to  all  who  admire  simple  elegance. 
She  wore  a  very  rich  and  becoming  crimson  water- 
ed silk,  with  pearl  ornaments,  a  very  elegant  point 
lace  cape  andtriminiuge,  with  a  head  dress  of  natu- 
ral cumelias  interspersed  with  simple  pearls.  1  take 
pleasure  in  recording  the  fact  that  Mrs.  Lincoln  is 
eminently  qualified  lor  her  position;  that  she  has 
commenced  well ;  lias  produced  in  the  most  captious 
a  favorable  impression,  and  will  show  to  her  coun- 
trywomen, and  to  Washington  society  in  particular, 
that  she  can,  as  did  Mrs.  Polk,  adorn  as  well  as  sus- 
tain the  lespousible  place  which  she  has  been  called 
to  fill. 

Mrs.  Kellogg,  a  sister  of  Mrs.  Lincoln,  who  has  for 
years  been  the  admired  representative  of  Ciucinuati 
society,  stood  at  the  side  of  the  wife  of  the  Presi- 
dent. She  wore  a  chaste  and  exquisitely  lilting 
pearl-colored  brocade  silk,  with  diamond  ornaments. 
Her  hair  was  tastefully  dressed  with  flowers,  and  her 
tout  ensemlle  could  in  no  way  have  been  improved. 
Mrs.  Lincoln  has  extended  to  Mrs.  Kellogg  an  invi- 
tation to  remain  at  the  White  House  as  her  com- 
panion, an  invitation  which  we  arc  glad  to  learn 
will  no  doubt  lie  accepted.  Mrs.  Giimsley,  a  cousin 
ot  Mrs  Lincoln,  a  lady  of  line  presence,  graceful  car- 
riage and  perfect  address,  with  Mrs.  Edwards,  Mrs. 
Julia  E  Baker,  and  Miss  Lizzie  Edwards,  were  also 
of  the  party.  Mrs.  Grimsley  wore  a  very  handsome 
blue  watered  silk,  with  a  long  train,  with  pearl  and 
turquoise  ornaments,  aud  a  head  dress  of  white  roses 

Mrs.  Baker,  the  accomplished  wife  of  Mr.  Baker, 
of  the  Springfield  Journal,  wore  a  lemon-colored 
watered  silk,  with  low  neck,  short  sleeves  and  long 
train,  with  point  lace  cape—  a  very  rich  head-dress 
of  cherry-colored  veibenas,  with  gold  sprays  inter- 
mingled, and  a  lull  set  ot  pearl  ornaments.  Sirs. 
Baker  is  spoken  of  as  a  lady  of  literary  ability  and 
taste.  Miss  Edwards,  who  though  but  recently  a 
school  girl,  has  become  already  tho  unfortunate  top- 
ic of  newsmongers,  wasdiessed  with  the  simplicity 
and  taste  becoming  her  youth.  She  wore  a  Paris 
muslin,  exquisitely  embroidered  with  French  nee- 
dlework, and  a  simple  diamond  cross  depeuded  from 
a  chain  about  hcrneck.  There  were  many  elegant  and 
expensive  toilettes  there,  and  a  great  many  costly 
ones  that  were  not  elegant,  but  it  is  certainly  grati- 
fying to  feel  that  we  are  represented  as  well  iu  the 
tociol  as  in  the  political  world  at  the  mansion  of 
the  Executive  of  our  country's  government. 

Such  a  crowd,  such  a  jam,  such  a  Ion",  long,  pro- 
cession ot  people— f  declare  it  was  really  ama/.ing. 
From  all  sections  of  the  laud,  and  from  all  lauds  on 
tho  face  ot  the  earth  did  ttie  people  gather.  After 
the  handshaking  each  couple  would  pass  from  the 
Blue  Boom  into  the  East  Boom— and  there,  after  a 
protracted  delay,  a  promenade  was  gotten  up,  while 
the  Marine  Baud  furnished  an  amjile  supply  of  very 
inspiring  music.  *  *  *  Never  before  has 
there  been  such  a  levee.  The  rush  was  fearful— the 
pressure  was  tremendous— but  the  order  was  perlect, 
and  the  arrangements  for  the  disposal  of  so  large  a 
nuinber  of  visitors  could  in  no  way  have  been  bet- 
tered.   Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lincoln   sustained  the  fatigue 


ot  the  day  with  remarkable  ease  and  with  no  evil  re- 
sults, and  we  congratulate  alike  them  and  our  coun- 
try that  the  liist  reception  given  by  the  present  oc- 
cupants of  the  White  House  was  so  eminently  pop- 
ular, successful,  and  complete  in  all  essentia]  partic- 
ulars. [Washington  Correspondence  N.  Y.  Times 
0th. 


Eeply  to  notification  committee  on  election 


1861 


A  curious  "lost  speech"  of  Lincoln's 
came  to  my  eyes  Jast  summer  one  day 
as  I  was  reading  the  Congressional 
Globe  for  1861.  It  is  the  first  Lincoln 
address,  one  may  believe,  to  have  gone 
into  the  Globe  since  Lincoln  waj  a 
member  of  Congress  twelve  years  pre- 
vious., I  designate  it  as  a  "lost" 
speech  because  I  have  not  thus  far 
met  With  it  in  the  collections  of  Lin- 
coln -writings  and  speeches,  nor  in  any 
of  the  newspaper  files  I  have  exam- 
ined for  that  period. 

It  has,  one  may  infer,  been  a  'ost 
speech  to  all  who  have  not  taken  the 
monotonous  journey,  wearisome  to  the 
eye  and  the  mind,  through  the  yellow- 
ing pages  of  the  Congressional  Globe 
for  1861.  Nor  can  one  find  the  speech 
by  referring  to  the  name  of  Lincoln  in 
the  index;  that  name  is  not  anywhere 
mentioned  in  the  Globe  volumes  pre- 
ceding inauguration. 

Under  the  heading  of  "President- 
elect" one  may  observe  in  the  index 
that  a  committee  was  appointed  to  no- 
tify Lincoln  that  the  votes  had  been 
counted  arjd  Congress  had  duly  de- 
clared him  elected.  However,  the 
speech  of  the  President-elect,  inform- 
ing the  committee  he  would  take  the 
job  and  try  to  run  the  country  the 
next  four  years  is  not  indexed.  That 
speech,  finally  located,  read: 

Gentlemen:  With  deep  gratitude 
to  my  countrymen  for  this  maik 
of  confidence,  with  a  distrust  of 
my  own  ability  to  perform  the  re- 
quired duty  under  the  most  favor- 
able circumstances,  now  rendered 
doubly  difficult  by  existing  na- 
tional perils,  yet  with  a  firm  re- 
liance on  the  strength  of  our  free 
Government  and  the  ultimate 
loyalty  of  the  people  tr  ^e  just 
principles  upon  which  it  js  .oundf  d, 
and,  above  all,  an  unshaken  faiih 
in  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  nations, 
I  accept  this  trust.  Be  pleased  1o 
Signify  my  acceptance  to  the  re- 
spective Houses  of  Congress. 
It  was  as  fitting  a  moment  as  any 
:  I  American  history  for  a  two  sentence 
peech. 
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When  Lincoln  Came  to  Washington 

The  fourth  of  March,  1861,  has  seen  Mr. 
Lincoln  successfully  installed  as  President 
of  the  United  States,  despite  all  predictions 
to  the  contrary.  For  the  first  time  in  the 
history  of  the  United  States  it  has  been 
found  necessary  to  conduct  the  President- 
elect to  the  Capitol  surrounded  by  bayonets, 
and  with  loaded  cannon  at  different  points 
on  the  route,  where  it  was  feared  his  pas- 
sage might  be  obstructed — all  of  which 
added  to  the  display,  if  it  detracted  as  much 
from  preconceived  ideas  of  the  inaugura- 
tion of  the  President  of  a  free  Republic. 

From  early  in  the  morning  the  tramp  of 
the  troops  could  be  heard,  and  dashing  aids 
in  showy  uniforms  seen  urging  their  horses 
almost  to  full  speed  and  looking  as  if  the 
fate,  not  only  of  the  United  States,  but  of 
the  universe,  depended  on  their  individual 
efforts.  "Masons"  and  "Odd  bellows" 
with  marshals  of  the  city  and  marshals  of 
the  day  were  running  against  one  another 
at  every  corner,  sublimely  unconscious  of 
everything  but  their  destination. 

By  nine  the  street  in  front  of  Willard's 
Hotel  was  lined  with  troops  as  far  as  the 
eye  could  see,  and  there  they  remained 
under  arms  until  Air.  Lincoln  appeared, 
leaning  on  the  arm  of  .Mr.  Buchanan,  who 
had  previously  driven  down  the  avenue  in 
his  own  carriage  unattended.  As  soon  as 
Mr.  Lincoln  stepped  into  the  carriage  that 
was  to  convey  him  to  the  Capitol,  the 
troops  presented  arms,  the  hand  struck 
up  "  Dixie,"  and  the  sun,  which  had  been 
under  a  light  cloud  all  the  morning,  shone 
with  undiminished  splendor,  as  if  nothing 
should  be  wanting  to  give  effect  to  the 
moment.  It  was  a  scene  never  to  be  for- 
gotten, and  seemed  to  make  an  unwonted 
impression  on  the  spectators,  hushing  into 
silence  for  the  instant  every  dissentient 
voice. 

As  the  carriage,  which  might  be  said  to 
contain  the  destiny  of  the  United  States, 
disappeared,  the  troops,  filed  after  it,  fol- 
lowed by  an  immense  throng  of  people  of 
all  ages  and  both  sexes  eagerly  hurrying 
to  the  Capitol,  where  a  platform  had  been 
e  rected  outside  of  the  building,  from  which 
.\  Ir.  Lincoln,  after  taking  the  oath  of  office 
a  s  President  of  the  United  States,  ad- 
'V.ressed  them.  I  was  not  near  enough  to 
hear  what  he  said,  but  on  that  sea  of  faces 
turned  toward  him  I  could  read  ever}-  va- 
riety of  expression  from  exultation  to  de- 
spair, and  felt  long  before  1  knew  positively 
that  there  was  no  hope  for  the  South.  The 
remainder  of  the  day  was  a  gloomy  one  for 
all  parties;  the  excitement  of  the  morning 
had  passed  away,  leaving  reflection,  that 
enemy  to  all  present  enjoyment,  with  dark 
aud  fearsome  forebodings  to  overshadow 
our  future. 

The  Inauguration  Ball.  The  dullest  of 
all  balls — scarcely  a  familiar  face  to  be 
seen.  The  limit  ti>u  did  not  come  out.  be- 
cause "the  Lincolns  are  not  yet  the  fash- 
ion." The  strangers  who  patronized  the 
affair  tried  to  make  the  most  of  it,  but  the 
room,  or  tent,  was  arranged  with  so  little 
taste  and  was  so  badly  lighted  that  it  re- 
quired a  brilliant  imagination  to  fancy  en- 
joyment in  such  a  scene. — From  the  letters 
t>f  Mrs.  Eugene  McLean,  in  Harper's  Mag- 
azine. 


